
CONFERENCE CO~4ITTEE REP. NO. 07J13

Honolulu, Hawaii

Ag*1130 , 2015
RE: H.B. No. 15

H.D.l
S.D. 1
C.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015
State of Hawaii

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim
President of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015
State of Hawaii

Sir and Madam:

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the
House of Representatives to the amendments proposed by the Senate in
H.B. No. 15, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled:

A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ELECTIONS,”

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to
recommend and does recommend to the respective Houses the final
passage of this bill in an amended form.

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Clarify the composition of the Elections Commission;

(2) Clarify that the Chairperson of the Elections Commission
serves at-will and may be removed by a two-thirds vote of
the commissioners;

(3) Clarify the term limits of the members of the Elections
Commission, including the Chairperson;
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(4) Provide a process for holdovers when the term of the
Chairperson or a commission member expires and a selection
has not been made; and

(5) Create a statewide standard for the distribution of
absentee ballots.

Your Committee on Conference has amended this measure to:

(1) Delete the provisions which:

(A) Clarify the composition of the Elections Commission;

(B) Specify the at-will employment status and the process
for the removal of the Chairperson;

(C) Clarify the term limits of the members of the
Elections Commission; and

(U) Provide a process for holdovers;

(2) Specify that the Chief Election Officer is an at-will
employee; and

(3) Require the Elections Commission to:

(A) Provide written notification of any removal of the
Chief Election Officer, including a statement of the
reason for removal;

(B) Conduct a performance evaluation of the Chief
Election Officer within two months after the date a
general election is certified; and

(C) Hold a public hearing on the performance of the Chief
Election Of ficer and consider the information
gathered at the hearing when deliberating the
reappointment of the Chief Election Officer.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 15, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 15,
M.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1.
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Respectfully submitted on behalf
of the managers:

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE

GILBERT S.C. KEITH—Ac4R~ KARL RHOADS, Chair
Chair
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Hawaii State Legislature CC4Z :~;g
Record of Votes of a

Conference Committee

Bill / Concurrent Resolution No.: Da e/Time:
HB15,IID1,SD1 2ô1s’

~ The recommendation of the House and Senate managers is to pass with amendments (CD).

Li The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision.

LI The recommendation of the Senate Manager(s) is to AGREE Li The recommendation of the House Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the House amendments made to the Senate Measure to the Senate amendments made to the House Measure.

Senate Managers A WR N E House Managers A WR N £

KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C., Chr. — — RHOADS, Karl, Chr. ,..7 — —

GABBARD, Mike V BROWER, Tom

IHARA, Les, Jr. V SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. ‘V

SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. MCDERMOTT, Bob

SLOM, Sam

TOTAL TOTAL I°~I
A Aye Wit Aye with Reservations N Nay E Excused

Senate Recommendation is: House Reconunendation is:

L~F’~Adopted Li Not Adopted 4 Adopted Li Not Adopted

Senate Lead Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: House L ad Chair’s Designee’s Signature:

~ ~ C IU
Distribution: Origin Yellow Pink Goldenrod

File with Conference C Report House Clerk’s Office Senate Clerk’s Office Drafting Agency


